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Reconciliation of working      

and family life 
in EU law and in the Netherlands  

 

Policies of the European Union aim at enabling both men and women to recon-
cile work and private life. Legislation and case law of the Court of Justice of the 
EU contribute to a certain extent to fight discrimination in relation to pregnancy, 
maternity and parenthood. But many problems remain in practice. Which protec-
tion and rights does EU law offer and what kind of additional policies would be 
needed? Does the Dutch part-time work model provide some alternatives? And 
what advantages and disadvantages are linked to such one-and-a-half model, 
where most fathers work full-time and mothers part-time? 
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